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Example Question-types for Speaking Phase Three 

Aim: The aim of this section is to increase your knowledge of the types of questions you can be 
asked in Phase Three of the speaking test 
    
Problems: Many candidates don't listen carefully to the question; they just listen for the general 
topic-area and then give an unstructured answer.   
 
In Phase Three the examiner will present questions so that you can organize your answer and not 
just talk about anything that comes into your mind relating to the general topic. The more relevant 
and better organized your answer is, the higher your score will be. 
 
Here are a few important words to listen for in Phase Three questions: 
 
- Evaluate   
- Give reasons     
- Compare  
- Give the effects          
- Suggest   
- Describe      
- Outline  
- Speculate 
 
Tip: Check the meanings of these words in a good dictionary if you're not sure exactly what they're 
asking you to do. 

There is no Answer Key for this worksheet. 

For more IELTS strategies visit: 
 

Listening :  http://www.ieltstips.com/ielts_test_strategies/listening_test_strategies/listening_test_strategies.html 
Reading :  http://www.ieltstips.com/ielts_test_strategies/reading_test_strategies/reading_test_strategies.html 
Writing :  http://www.ieltstips.com/ielts_test_strategies/writing_test_strategies/writing_test_strategies.html 
Speaking :  http://www.ieltstips.com/ielts_test_strategies/speaking_test_strategies/speaking_test_strategies.html 
 


